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Informed Consent Release

Date,
Dear Parent(s) or Guardian,

Your student’s AP Biology class has the opportunity to analyze their own DNA using a technique called the Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR). It is a method by which a particular piece of DNA can be copied many million-fold. PCR has a number of applications in the scientific community, including forensics, diagnostics, parentage testing, and evolutionary studies.  In this laboratory protocol, students will be isolating DNA from their own cheek cells. They will apply the PCR technique to copy particular segments of DNA collectively called single-nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs). The SNP DNA we are studying is not known to be associated with any genetic disease, and variation between individuals in this region is in no way an indicator of genetic fitness. The particular SNP DNA segments we are studying include:

	Insert a list of the SNPs you are planning to study here


The results of this particular lab exercise are for teaching purposes only and will not be used for any diagnostic or identification purposes. The student’s name will not be linked to his/her DNA and the results of the lab exercise will remain anonymous.  
Participation is voluntary and students or families who do not wish to have their own DNA tested can learn the lab techniques by analyzing the DNA of an anonymous volunteer (designated spitter). By signing this permission form, you are allowing your student to participate in this exciting learning experience. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us via email.
Sincerely

Teacher Name

School, Title

----Please detach here and turn in the lower portion----
I give my consent for my student, _____________________________________________, to participate in the SNP project, and test their DNA.

______________________________
__________________________________

__________

Parent signature




Printed parent name


Date
